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believe that matters are unsettled at Breslau, and
that possibly no definite decision has been made.
The King's timorous and hesitating character would
justify this opinion. ... I sent to Your Excellency,
by yesterday's courier, the Gf-azette containing an
edict which declares that all young men more than
twenty-four years old may enlist, if they choose, and
that the King and the country will be grateful for
this proof of devotion. The upshot is that enlistment
is compulsory from seventeen up to twenty-four, and
voluntary from twenty-four up to an undetermined
age."

Only one thing could have prevented the explosion ;
that was the success of Prince Hatzfeld's mission in
Paris; but this fell to the ground. The Prince was
unable to obtain from the Emperor either reimburse-
ment for the supplies furnished or the evacuation of
the strongholds. These two refusals discouraged the
last French inclinations of the King, and drove him
still more towards Napoleon's enemies.

Meanwhile Frederick William still continued im-
penetrable, and gave the Count no chance to suspect
his speedy decision; and the Minister thus wrote in a
despatch dated Breslau, February 21,1813: "There
has been no change in the way I am treated. The Bang
sees no one here, as at Berlin, except at his dinner,
from which the Diplomatic Body is excluded; but he
goes into private company, even when he has to pay.
I met him the other evening at a ball of this kind
where I knew that he was going; he came up to me